
Late Bloomers 

Wildflowers on The Preserve  
Find and take pictures of these flowers for your chance to win a copy of Monterey County Wildflowers – 

a Field Guide by Rod Yeager M.D. and Michael Mitchell from the Conservancy. 

 

INSTRUCTIONS 

• Post your late blooming wildflower photos from this list on Instagram and tag @slconservancy 

with these two hashtags #summerwildflowerquest and #slconservancy. Submissions via 

Instagram stories will not be counted. 

• Each species will be counted once, based on the points assigned below. Points are determined 

based on how difficult each flower is to find. 

• Deadline: Post your pictures by 7PM July 31st to be entered to win! 

 

 

1. Sticky Monkey Flower Diplacus aurantiacus  2 points 

This native shrub plant has small orange flowers and glossy green 

sticky leaves. They grow up to 4 feet tall. Their flowers have deep 

tubes that extend toward the stem, with five broad petals. They are 

honey plants, pollinated by bees and hummingbirds that reach into 

the deep tube of the flower to reach the nectar.  Find these flowers 

in the shrub mix of chaparral and coastal scrub habitats.  

 

2. Santa Lucia Monkey Flower Mimulus bifidus ‘Esselen’  10 points 

Smaller than sticky monkey flower, the Santa Lucia Monkey Flower 

grows up to 2 feet tall and has similar glossy green leaves and bright 

orange colored flowers. The petals are notched and have a white 

margin on the edge. They are generally found in drier higher 

elevation sites on the Preserve. 

 

3. Yellow Mariposa Lily Calochortus luteus   5 points 

A species of the Liliaceae family, the yellow mariposa lily is endemic 

to California meaning it cannot be found anywhere else. Observe 

these lemon-yellow cupped flowers in the grasslands. They have 

three flowers and look similar to a poppy. It often had reddish 

brown marks on the inside of the petals. Yellow mariposa lilies can 

be found in grasslands. 

 

4. Lewis’ Clarkia Clarkia lewisii    5 points 

A member of the primrose family, the Lewis’ clarkia is another 

endemic species. Flowers can range in hue from pink to purple and 

lavender. They have four opposite petals, often with pink speckles 

or a dark pink or red line across the base of the petals. The entire 



base of the petals can occasionally be deep crimson. Lewis’ clarkia 

can be found in chaparral and coastal scrub habitat types. 

Lewis’ Clarkia Color variation: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Leopard Lily Lilium pardalinum    10  points 

The stunning Leopard lily can be found in riparian areas such as 

beneath the redwoods in Williams Canyon. These flowers grow tall, 

up to 6 feet, with red-orange petals with brown spots. They flower 

late from late June to early August for about four weeks. 

 

 

 

6. Buckwheat Eriogonum spp.     2 points 

There are many varieties of buckwheat on The Preserve. This late 

bloomer produces delicate little flowers arranged in a small cluster.  

There are over 40 species of buckwheat across Monterey County 

growing in a variety of habitats and identification can be 

challenging. Look for them in areas with sandy soils and steep 

slopes and cliffs. These images show the wide variety of buckwheat 

that can be found on The Preserve.   

 

Buckwheat variety on The Preserve: 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

7. Woodmint (California Hedgenettle) Stachys bullata 2 points 

A native perennial herb in the mint family with purple flowers 

arranged up and down the stem. Typical of plants in the mint family 

this plant has pleasant aromatics and a square shaped stem. 

Woodmint is widely distributed from chaparral and coastal scrub 

to woodland habitats and favors shady somewhat moist 

conditions. 

 

 

 

 

8. Pretty face Triteleia ixioides    2 points 

This perennial herb that is endemic to California and southwestern 

Oregon, meaning it cannot be found anywhere else. The pretty face 

flower has six evenly spaced yellow petals that radiate from the 

center. Each petal has a deep purple vein that extends from the 

center to the tip of the petal. The flowers are arranged in a cluster 

called an umbel (a formation that resembles an umbrella). 

Prettyface have a broad distribution and can be found in open 

grasslands, on rocky or sandy slopes, and in riparian areas (near 

creeks). 

 

 

 

 

9. Oceanspray Holodiscus discolor    5 points 

Oceanspray, also called cream bush, is a lovely, aromatic shrub that 

produces small flowers. The scent is faintly sweet and sugary. 

Flowers are white to cream in color and are about 1/8 inch in size. 

Each flower is a tiny saucer-shaped cup with 5 petals with hairs on 

the outer surface and hairless inside. These flowers are fragrant 

and fade late in summer, but remain on the bush for most of the 

winter. Oceanspray can be found on the edges of woodlands and 

where there is an opening in the canopy or on rocky slopes. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

10. Chamise Adenostoma fasciculatum      2 points 

The chamise is a member of the rose family. Chamise is an evergreen shrub, meaning it never loses 

its leaves, and one of the most widespread plants found in the chaparral habitat type. Leaves on 

this shrub are small, with broad pointed tip, and sprout in clusters from the branches. At the end 

of the branches, bunches of white and brick colored flowers with five petals and five stamens form. 
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