
Naturalist Communications Internship

Founded in 1995, the mission of the Santa Lucia Conservancy (SLC) is to protect and steward
the unique natural and aesthetic resources of the Santa Lucia Preserve while promoting
ecologically-compatible development . Located in the Santa Lucia Mountains near Carmel,
California, the Conservancy partners with The Preserve community to care for over 18,000
acres of protected lands through adaptive land management, research, and education.

The Communications Department at SLC is responsible for interfacing with the residential
community on The Preserve, the wider Monterey County community, public media, and partner
organizations. This Naturalist Communications Internship is a multimodal learning experience
focused on exposing the student to a variety of methods and tools used to manage a successful
non-profit communications department. The student will assist the Communications & Outreach
Coordinator with drafting naturalist content for the Conservancy’s social media channels, blog,
newsletter, and emails.

This is a semester-long, unpaid internship. It is 10-15 hours per week for three months for a
total of 120-180 hours, depending on the intern's availability and goals. We will be flexible with
your schedule and are happy to coordinate with your college/university so you may receive
academic credit for your work.

Duties

● Social media (60%): take photos and videos in the field with Conservancy staff, draft and
schedule daily posts using Hootsuite, engage with followers and partners by liking and
commenting on posts and responding to messages.

● Articles (20%): research and write blog posts, pitch local media stories about the
Conservancy.

● Administrative (20%): archive photos and other resources, update contact lists, create a
bi-weekly social media performance report, and complete other tasks as requested by
the Communications & Outreach Coordinator.

Qualifications

● Junior or senior undergraduate student in marketing, communications, environmental
studies, or another related field.

● A love for nature and eagerness to learn.
● Creative self-starter. Must be able to propose ideas and take initiative on new projects.
● Skilled multitasker. Must be able to manage various tasks at once.
● Strong research and writing skills with a keen attention to detail, especially with regard to

scientific facts and proper sourcing.



● Excels at creating engaging content on social media platforms.
● Digitally competent and able to learn new programs. We use Google Drive, WordPress,

Hootsuite, YouTube, Slack and Linktree, among other programs.
● Experience with photography, videography, communications, journalism, office

administration, and/or conservation.

Benefits

● Gain foundational knowledge in science-based nonprofit outreach and communications
and build your resume with stellar work samples.

● Join a passionate team of conservation professionals and receive one-on-one
mentorship in the field.

● Enjoy private access to naturalist events on the Santa Lucia Preserve, including
interpretive hikes and ecology talks.

● Up to $300 allocated to intern-specific professional development. May include online
training or courses, conferences, or other resources that will help the intern achieve the
career goals outlined in their application.

Application

Please submit your application by the end of the day on Friday, January 7, 2022 to
Communications and Outreach Coordinator Alix Soliman at asoliman@slconservancy.org with
the subject line “Naturalist Communications Internship App.” Your application should include the
following, attached in a single PDF:

● Cover letter explaining why you are qualified and how this internship would help you
achieve your career goals

● Resume
● Unofficial college transcript
● 1-3 relevant work samples (i.e. a social media post, article, video, or other piece of

media)
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